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REPORT  OF  THB  HEDICAL  OmCBR  OF  HKILTH  FOR  THE  JW  1972 


Braioffliinig:  Rural  District 

PREFACE 


To  the  Chaiman  and  Ilembors  of  the  Council. 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladios  and  Gontlonen, 

I have  tho  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  Rural  District  of 
Braughing  for  tlie  year  ended  51  December  1972, 

The  general  health  of  tho  area,  as  expressed  by  ages  at  death  and  the 
reported  communicable  diseases,  remains  excellent. 

But  even  in  tliis  small  aroa^  seven  young  people  under  55  died  from  causes 
that  are  to  a greater  or  lesser  eactent  preventable.  Motor  accidents, 
suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  are  not  inevitable,  Coronaiy  heart 
disease  is  associated  with  over  smoking,  being  ovenreight,  working  to 
exhaustion  and  undor-oxerciso.  Diet  and  genetics  also  play  a part.  Those 
deaths  can  mainly  bo  prevented  by  individual  effort,  Tho  community  can 
only  play  a lesser  part,  as  by  improving  "Black  Spots"  on  roads,  and  by 
informing  young  drivers  that  they  are  particularly  at  risk. 

An  annual  report  can  only  be  written  after  Regional  and  National  figures 
are  available,  Noimally,  these  come  in  during  late  April  or  May,  Since 
my  position  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ends  in  April  1974,  this  nay  be 
the  last  report  I write  for  you, 

Nhothor  or  not  tho  "proper  officer"  writes  a report  in  tho  future  is  still 
under  debate.  Much  of  this  report  is  routine  and  often  thought  a waste  of 
time  to  write  or  read,  and  a waste  of  money  to  publish. 

However,  I think  the  idea  that  an  \mbiased,  trained  observer  should  perform 
an  annual  medical  audit  on  reported  deaths  and  disease  is  sound.  There  are 
many  examples  in  history  where  a failure  to  provide  an  effective  audit  led 
to  an  unliealthy  practice  continuing.  At  a tine  when  population  is  increasing, 
pollution  is  a constant  hazard  and  air  traffic  is  carrying  disease  rapidly 
over  national  boundaries,  I think  it  would  be  a mistake  to  stop  this  rDutine 
reporting. 

I wish  to  tliamk  Mr,  Rood  for  the  help  ho  has  given  in  the  past  year,  also 
Miss  Kent  and  now  Mr^,  Guttorldgo  for  their  secretarial  help, 

I an  grateful  to  tho  other  Chief  Officers  for  tlieir  help,  I tlaank  the  Chairman 
and  Members  for  tlioir  interest. 

Lastly,  nay  I say  that  I have  thoroughly  enjoyed  being  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health, 

Yours  sincerely, 


JOHN  SL'lRLE 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 
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SECTION  "A" 

TABLE  1 

(KLgures  for  1971  shoTO  in  brackets) 


POPULATION 

Estimated  Ilid-Year  Population  of  Braughing  Rural  District; 

(12,560)  12,960 


GENER.''Ii  STATISTICS 

Area  in  acres  45 >570 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books; 

(4>173)  4,261 

Number  cf  houses  jer  acre  0,107 

Number  of  persons  per  acre  0.355 

Number  of  persons  per  house  3.04 

Rateable  Value  of  District  £575,208 

Sim  Represented  by  a New  Penny  Rate  £5,563 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Brauffhing  Hertford  England 


LIVE  BIRTH  ILiTES  ETC. 

& Vales 

Livebirths  per  1,000  home  population  18.7  14.3 

(crude  rate) 

14.8 

Area  Comparability  factor  0,94  1.98 

1 .00 

Local  adjusted  rate  17.6  14.0 

14.8 

Ra,tio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate  1.19 

Illegitincate  live  births  as  i^erccntage  of 
all  live  births. 

1 .00 

STILLBIEEI  IL'.TS 

Stillbirths  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  4*0  11,8 

12.0 

IITFiHTT  MORTALITY  IhlTES 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1 ,000  - 13.4 

17.0 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1 year 

per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  »•  12,8 

17.0 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year 

per  1,000  illO;gitimato  live  births  - 22.4 

IToonatal  Hortalit:/  Rate 

21  .0 

Deaths  under  4 necks  per  1,000  live  birtlis  - 9.1 

SarTv  neoimtal  mortality  rate 

12.0 

Deatlis  under  1 week  per  1 ,000  total  live  births  - 8.0 

Perinc-tal  Mortality  rate 

10.0 

Stillbirths  and  dealiis  under  1 week  coiibiiied 
per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 


4.0 


19.6 


22.0 
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Local 

Authority  Area 

England  and 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Wales  (Total) 

Estimated  mid- 

year  ’ ^ne  population 

12,960 

49,028,900 

Live  Births 

Total 

108 

134 

242 

725,405 

Legitimate 

106 

127 

233 

662,907 

Illegitimate 

2 

7 

9 

62,498 

Stillbirths 

Total 

1 

- 

1 

8,794 

Legitimate 

- 

- 

- 

7,846 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

948 

Total  live  and 

Total 

109 

134 

243 

7^4,199 

stillbirths 

Legitimate 

106 

127 

233 

670,753 

1 llegitimate 

3 

7 

10 

63,446 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  1 j'-ear 

Total 

12,494 

of  age 

Legitimate 

“ 

- 

- 

11,177 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

1,317 

Under  4 weeks 

Total 

8,373 

of  age 

Legitimate 

- 

- 

7,503 

Illegitimate 

- 

“ 

- 

870 

Under  1 week 

Total 

7,142 

of  age 

Legitimate 

- 

- 

6,365 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

777 

Deaths  - all  ages 

62 

59 

121 

591,907 
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VITAL  STATI.  vICS  (Continued) 


Brau^shin^ 

Hertford 

England 

R.D.. 

County 

& Hales 

DEATH  RATES  BTC.  - ALL  AGES 

Dea  tlip  per  1,000  home  population 
(crude  rate) 

9.3 

9.5 

12.1 

Area  Comparability  factor 

1.14 

1 .11 

1 .0 

Local  adjusted  rate 

10.6 

10.5 

12.1 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to 
national  rate 

0.83 

1 .00 

MTBRITAL  DEATH  BATE 

liatemal  deaths  inclu.ding  abortions 

- 

- 

111 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 
live  and  still  births 

0.15 

r 


I 


,T  S <■' 


v<V.'  i.»/ 


'i 


'i 


i 


'..(I  5 


fcvrf 


7 


PREYAIiSITCE  OF,  MD  GOITTROL  O^'^ER  INFECTIOUS  DISSLiSES 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuborculosis ) 
notified  during  year 


Disease 


j Total  all  ages  j Under 
i for  tliG  year  I 1 


Scarlet  Fever 

i , i 

; Measj.es  i 

i 

I I 

j Uiiooping  Gou^  j 

j Tuberculosis  | 

I ! 

! Infective  Jaundice  j 


3 

53 

U 

2 

1 


h- 

5-  15- 

I 

Lr\ 

CJ 



Over 

j 

1 

' ! 

1 

- i 

17 

32  i - 

I 

1 

i 

_ 1 

i 

I 

I A 

10  ; - 

i 

I 

2 

i 

“ i 

1 

- ! - 

1 

i 

j 

i 

Not  i 
Known  ! 
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lUCIDENCB  OF  DISExlSB  DURIITG  THE  DIFFEREITT  HOITTHS 


1 

" ' ■ 

First  Quarter 
Jan/  Peb/Marcli 

Second  Quarter 
Apri  l/ May/  J \inc 

Third  Qua.rter 
July/Aug/Sept 

Pourtli  Quarter  ! 
Oct/lTov/Dec 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 1 

1 - » 

Measlec 

- - - 

” “ ” 

2 1 2 

1 5 42 

17h.o  oping 

Cough 

12  2 

M M 

Tuberculosis 

1 

- _ „ 

_ _ 

1 - - 

Infective 

I 

Jaundice 

1 

" " " j 
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TUBEPlCULOSIS  during  1972 


Tube rculosis 

How  coses  only 

Total 
all  ages 

Under 

5 

5-14 

— 

15-24 

25-44 

45-64 

65  and 
over 

Age  not 
laiotm 

Respiratoiy 

2 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

~ 

- 

IlcningGS  & C.II.S. 

“ 

“ 

- 

“ 

" 

- 

- 

Other 

mm 

“ 
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CAUSES  OF  DELATES  DITfllKG-  THE  Ygi.R  1972 


ALL  CAUSES 


M F 

62  59 


ilalignant  Neoplasms  - Stomach.  2 

Intestine  1 

Lung,  Bronchus  1 0 


Breast  - 

Leukaemia 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  3 

Diabetes  Mellitus  • - 1 

Anaemias  1 

Oiiier  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  - 1 

Chronic  Eheumatic  Heart  Disease  1 - 

Hypertensive  Disease  - 4 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  12  7 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  4 1 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  5 6 

Other  Diseases  of  Circvilatoiy  System  5 3 

Influenza  - 1 

Pneumonia  3 6 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  3 1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  2 2 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  - 1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Ur inary  System  2 2 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System  1 1 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions  3 - 

Motor  Vehicle  iVccidents  3 - 

jill  Other  Accidents  - 1 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Ii^ries  1 1 


(a)  Still  Births 

1 

- 

(b)  Deaths  of  infants 

under 

four  weeks  of  ago 

- 

- 

(c)  Deaths  of  infants 

under 

one  year  of  age 

- 

- 

(d)  Deaths  of  infants 

vmdor 

one  week  of  age 

- 

- 

-J  V/l  VjJ  VjJ  l\5  (\3 
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General  Statistics 


The  ostinated  population  for  nid-year  1972  was  12,960.  Tliis  is  given  by 
the  General  Register  Officer.  It  represents  an  incroo.so  of  400  over  tlie 
previous  year.  Births  exceed  deaths  by  122.  The  renaindor  represents 
nigra ti on  into  the  area. 

The  nunber  of  inhabited  houses  rose  to  4^261 . 

Vital  statistics  and  causes  of  death 


Broadly  speaJcing,  the  birth  roites  and  death  rates  are  sinilar  to  those 
that  occur  natione^lly.  Of  the  121  deaths,  over  half  occurred  over  the 
ago  of  75 » and  alnost  another  third  were  aged  65-75. 

Of  tliose  who  died  younger,  tiireo  died  in  road  traffic  accidents.  Death 
duo  to  lung  coaicer  is  unpleasant  at  any  ago.  Thirteen  people  died  duo 
to  this  cause.  Five  wore  under  65.  Two  young  people  died  fron  heart 
disease . 

Connuni cable  diseases 


Voiy  few  wore  reported  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

Venereal  disease  is  one  of  the  connonost  connunicable  diseases  in  the 
countrjr.  Local  figures,  particularly  in  the  Iloue  Counties,  are  alv/ays 
likely  to  bo  wrong,  for  mny  patients  go  to  London  for  treatiaont.  It 
is  not  well  known  that  a wonan  can  be  infected  and  carry  one  (or  more) 
of  tlu-S  group  of  diseases  and  bo  quite  free  of  symptoms  ojid  unaware  that 
anything  is  wrong. 

hs  a step  in  encouraging  people  to  seek  check-ups  if  in  doubt,  a telephone 
answering  nachino  is  now  installed  in  Hoddesdon,  The  number  is  Hoddesdon 
66151.  The  nossage  gives  adud-ce  on  the  action  to  bo  talcen  if  a patient 
is  in  doubt,  and  the  clinic  tines  of  Bishop's  Stortford  Hospito.l  and  the 
telephone  nunber. 

Tuberculosis 


There  is  an  increase  of  teo  on  the  Register,  This  condition  is  much  less 
frequent  thG.n  in  the  past,  but  it  can  and  docs  still  occur. 

Old  Peo'plo's  welfare 


There  is  no  doubt  that  warden-assisted  bungalows  are  very  beneficial.  They 
allow  people  to  live  in  their  omi  hones  in  greater  securii:y  and  for  longer 
than  they  ni^at  and  without  the  supervision  of  a warden. 

In  this  area  there  is  a shortage  of  staff  for  geriatric  hospita,!  bods. 

This  increases  tlie  inportance  of  keeping  old  i^ooplc  fit  and  in  the  connunity. 

National  Assistance  Acts,  Section  47 

No  action  was  required  during  the  year. 

Meals  on  Wheels 


These  were  served  at  Buntingford,  High  Nych,  Much  Hadhan  and  Thorley, 
Building 

During  the  year  55  buildings  were  erected  by  private  enterprise. 
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SECTIOIT  B 


GBITBR/iL  PROVISION  OF  EHLILTH  SERVICBS  FOR 


BB.1UGIIIITG  RUaiL  DISTRICT 


LIBOR/JORY  SERVICE 


Laboratory  facilitios  arc  provided  by  the  Public  Hoaltli  Laboratory  Sorvico 
at  Canbridgo, 

In  an  onorgoncy  nodical  spocinons  nay  bo  oxaninod  at  the  Laboratory''  of 
the  Hertford  Couii'ty  Hospito.1,  Hertford  or  the  Her'ts  and  Essex  General 
Hospital,  Bishop’s  Stortford. 


COUHTY  EEL'iLTH  .HH)  yBLE:.RE  SERVICES 


InuuinLsation  and 

Vaccination 

R-pprox,  LfXQ 

Vaccine 

6 nonths 

COMBII''IED  diphtheria , 
POLIOMYELITIS  (OIUIL) 

8 nontiis 

COMBINED  diphtheria, 
POLIOtlYELITIS  (OPiAL) 

1 3 uonths 

COMBIHED  diphtheria, 
POLIOMYELITIS  (OPuiL) 

1 5 nontlas 

MEASL3S 

School  entry 

POLIOMYELITIS  (OPUiL) 

tetanus  and  whooping  cou^^i 


tetanus  and  whooping  cough 


tetanus  and  whooping  cough 


COMBIHEI)  diphtheria,  tetanus 

13  years  B.C.G.  Vaccination  a,gainst  TUBERCULOSIS 

Vaccination  against  RUBELLl  (Goman  Measles)  is  offered  to  those  gids 
who  have  not  already  had  this  disease. 


This  is  HOT  a rigid  tine- table.  Many  Doctors  hold  slightly  differing  views, 
and  prena-barity  or  ill-health  in  a child  nay  noan  the  schedule  has  to  be 
altered  to  noet  individual  needs, 

Vaccinainon  of  infants  can  s-bill  be  done,  a.t  the  parents  request,  either  in 
an  Infant  Uelfare  Clinic  cr  by  the  child’s  general  practitioner. 

Ms  far  as  the  routine  innimisation  of  children  is  concerned,  birth  notifi- 
ca.tion  of  children  in  the  County  is  processed  by  conputer.  In  consequence, 
it  is  possible  to  send  out  an  o.ppointaont  for  every  child  to  attend  a 
Clinic  or  i'cs  own  Doctor  for  iiinunisations  as  they  have  bocone  due.  This 
scheno  was  introduced  in  East  Ilertford.shire  in  Jajiuaiy  1968,  and  has  produced 
a liigh  degree  of  innuni-fcy  in  the  child  population. 

It  nust  be  borne  in  nind  that  a traveller  entering  certain  countries  nust 
produce  an  Intoma.tional  Certificate  of  Vaccination  against  Snallpox,  Yellow 
Fever  and  Cholera.  Internationo.l  Certificates  should  bo  procured  frou  the 
travel  agency  vrhen  the  intending  tro.vellor  nclcos  his  booking. 
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Vaccination  of  adults  is  done  by  tlic  patient's  own  Doctor,  who  uust  enter 
on  the  certificate  particulars  of  tlio  vaccine  onployed.  The  Doctor's 
signature  uust  then  be  authenticated  at  the  local  - not  the  County  - Health 
Dcpn.rtuent,  wliich  holds  facsinilos  of  all  signatures  of  Doctors  in  the 
district* 

certificate  of  vaccination  cannot  be  given  cafter  a first  (prino.iy) 
vaccination  Uiitil  it  is  seen  that  the  vaccination  has  "talccn".  This  is 
usuall3r  eight  days  after  successful  vaccination, 

h voiid  certificate  can  be  given  innediately  after  ro-vaccinat.lon. 

Travellers  have  repeated  pei'sonal  and  financial  difficulties  caused  by  the  lack  of 
a valid  certificate. 


Innunisation  against  Yellow  Fever  uust  be  carried  out  at  one  of  the  following 
centres,  after  an  appointnont  is  first  nadc  by  telephone: 


Yellow  FoverVac cilia ti on  Sor'/ico, 
Hospital  for  Tropical  Diseases, 

4 St,  Pane r as  Hay, 

London  MJ1 , 

Tel:  01-387  4411  Ent.  137 

Yellow  Fever  Vaccination  Service, 
Iledical  DepartLient, 

Unilever  House, 

Blackfriars, 

London  EC4 

Tel:  01-353  7474  Ext,  2841 

Yellow  Fever  Vaccination  Service, 
53  Grer.t  Cuuberland  Plane, 

London  ¥1 

Tel:  01-262  6456 


Monday  - Friday  uornings 


Tuesday  and  Frj.day  3*45  p.n. 


Monday  - Friday  9.30  - 10,30  a,n, 
Tuesday,  Uednosday  and  Thursday 
1 ,30  - 2,30  p.u. 


Protection  against  Cholera  nay  bo  obtained  frou  the  traveller's  oim  Doctor 
and  is  advisable  for  persons  undertricing  journoj^s  in  -’die  Middle  or  Par  East. 
Idvice  nay  bo  obtained  fron  the  Subassy  or  Mission  of  tlie  country  concerned. 
Cholera  still  occurs  in  Mediterranean  countries  and  hence  cases  occur  in 
England,  Innuniso-tion  gives  sono  protection,  but  the  real  protection  lies 
in  drinking  only  clean  or  boiled  water. 


Yellow  Fever  has  an  incubation  iierlod  cf  six  days.  Protection  bocones 
valid  ten  days  after  innxmisation  and  lasts  ten  years. 

Typhoid  Fever  occirrs  in  sone  countries  and  nay  be  contracted  by  travellers 
in  Mediterranea-n  arca^,  Ijiyono  proposing  to  spend  holidays  in  such  regions 
ought,  for  their  own  sakes  anid  for  the  sake  of  others,  to  seek  i^rotection 
fron  T.^-.B.  Innunisation,  Tliis  should  not  be  loft  to  the  last  nonont.  The 
interval  between  the  first  c.nd  second  doses  should  bo  at  least  four  weeks 
and  profera.b3y  six  weeks,  it  takes  this  tine  for  inmmity  to  develop  fully. 

Hone  Help  Service 


Applications  for  this  Service  should  be  nade  to  Mrs.  Cooper,  Hone  Help 
Organiser  at  The  Health  Centre,  Market  Square,  Bishop's  Stortford, 
Telephone  Bishop's  Stortford  59305,  Hours  8,30  - 1,00,  1,30  - 5,00  p.n. 
The  Hone  Help  Service  is  constantly  needing  no re  help.  Any  person  anxious 
to  be  of  a-ssistance  to  either  old  and  infirn  people  or  young  nothers  ^^ith 
children,  should  apply  to  Mrs,  Cooper, 
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SOCIAL  35RVICES 


Tho  following  are  details  of  available  sorvices  in  the  area: 


Divisional  Social  Services  Officer 

Miss  M.  Copies ton 

Hr.  Antony  otuteley  (from  July  1973) 


Assistant  Divisional  Social  Services 

Officer 

Mr,  H,  ¥.  Scott 

Senior  Social  ¥orker 

Mrs.  A.  Stroud 


Social  ¥orkors 

Miss  P.  Buckley 
Hr.  T.  Suith 

Mrs.  H.  Ilewish  --  part  tine 
Mrs.  P,  Perrin 


lies  tfi  eld, 

West  Street, 
Hertford. 

Tel;  Hertford  704' 


Social  Services  Departnent, 

The  Jjodge, 

Market  Square, 

Bishop^s  Stortford, 

Tel;  Bishop's  Stortford  57253 

tt 


I on  gro-toful  to  IIr«  St’atoloy  for  his  holp  in  updating  tliis  list 
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HOSPIT..L  SERVICES 

Tho  Area  is  served  chiefly  by  the  County  Hospital,  Hertford,  the  Herts  and 
Essen  Hospital,  Bishop's  Stortford,  tho  Lister  Hospital,  Hitchin,  and  tho 
Harlovr  Hospital. 

Chronic  sick  and  elderly  can  receive  treatment  at  Hostorn  Houiso  Hospital, 
Collett  Road,  Haro,  It  is  novr  an  all  fonalo  hospital  of  91  bods,  47  of 
these' are  poycho-/jeriatric,  and  Part  III  Acconnodation  still  takes  190 
persons. 

Patients  suffering  frou  infectious  diseases  can  bo  treated  either  at  St.  Ann’s 
Hospital,  Tot  tenhan  (Tel:  01-800  012l)  or  Highlands  Hospital,  1'/.;.uclanore  Hill, 
London  N,21  (fornerly  South  Lodge  Hospital,  Horld‘  i End  lane,  London  H,21 ) 

Tel:  01-360  8151 , 

GEHEP^.L  PIU.CTITIOI-IER  MHAICIL  SERVICES 

Braughing  Rural  District  is  served  by  six  General  Practitioners,  all  of  vrhon 
work  in  partnerships.  To  these  are  atta.ched  fo’ir  Health  Visitors/District 
ITurses/Midwivos,  one  IJursc/Midwife,  and  one  NurO';^.,  a scheno  vHiich  has  been 
in  opora.tion  sone  years.  The  attachnents  are  pj.o.ving  very  successful, 

DBHTAL  SEPOTICE 

There  is  one  Dental  Surgeon  in  practice  in  Buntingford.  Tho  District  is 
also  served  by  Dental  Surgeons  in  adjoining  localities, 

OTHER  SERVICES 

There  is  a Club  for  Old  People  at  Buntingford,  and  also  at  Braughing,  Little 
Hadhaa  and  Much  Hadlian. 

Honen’s  Institutes  are  active  at  fifteen  centres  in  tho  District, 

A voliintary  organisation  called  B^iSH  (Buntingford  Action  for  Social  Help) 
xfa,s  fomed  in  October  1970  to  conbinc  a nuibor  of  existing  volimtary 
organisations : 


Hard  Proonan  School  a.nd 
Buntingford  Youth  Club 


St.  Peter’s  Adults 
St,  Peter’s  Trogs 


Its  Cermitteo  include  the  Medical  Profession  and  a wide  range  of  people  of 
the  comunity  whoso  ains  are  to  visit  and  aid  tho  old  and  to  help  vritli  shopping, 
house  decorating  etc.,  and  to  provide  transport  whore  needed.  It  provides 
regular  Playgroups  for  uothors  and  j^'oung  cliildreii  and  a weekly  coffee  norning. 


Applications  for  recuperative  holidays,  if  roconnondod  by  tho  Medical 
Attendant,  should  be  nado  to  the  Coimty  Medical  Officer. 

Equipnont  can  bo  issued  on  loan  to  patients  being  nursed  at  hone.  Medical 
Loa.n  Depots  have  boon  established  at  Braughing,  Buntingford  and  Much  Hadhan. 
charge  nay  bo  nado  for  both  of  tho  services. 
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;J1BUL,-JTOE  SERVICE 


There  are  /inbulance  Stations  at  Hertford,  Euntin^^ford,  Bishop’s  Stortford 
and  17are.  Except  in  an  onergcncy  o.n  anbulancc  should  be  ordered  by  a 
Medic al  Pra c ti ti one r . 


d.:y  ironsEPJES 


There  are  no  Day  Nurseries  in  the  Brau^'iing  Ruroi.1  '.district.  Th^ie  are  three 
port-tine  Nursery  Schools  in  Buntingfordj  one  at  The  ¥a.rd  Preonan  School, 
a service  provided  by  the  school  staff  and  pupils  as  extra  curricula  activities 
one  nomine  a weekj  one  at  vhe  Cencreeational  Church  Schoolrooni  and  the  Jack 
and  Jill  Plr.y  Group, 

There  is  a play  group  at  Cc  b'.:Gi’od. 


So  far  as  I an  auare,  there  is  no  overall  regd  stc'c  of  volimtary  bodies  or 
activities.  Many  night  deLru*^  if  they  wore  asked  do  3?egistor. 

hs  a consequence,  it  is  oxirouely  difficult  to  detail  then  all,  hny  errors 
and  onissions  are  regi'’ottode. 
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SECTION  ”C" 

SMITARY  CIRCmST/N'ICES  0 P THE  .'IRBA 


REPORT  OP  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


POR  THE  YEAR  1972 


De3-r  Mr,  Chaiiman  and  Coimcillors, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  A.nnual  Report  for  1972, 

In  the  following  pages  of  the  Report  I have  outlined  the  work 
done,  and  given  a resume  of  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 
Area,  Section  "D"  contains  the  Statistical  Returns  concerning 
the  Pactories  A-cts, 

I am, 


Mr,  Chaiman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  E.  L.  Reed 


M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 
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STOIARY  OF  inSPBCTIONS  I-I/iDE  DUPJITG  1972 


Total  inspections  recorded  888 

Ho  us  in,? 

Housing  inspections  49 

Ho^ising  re-visits  106 

Tenancy  selection  18? 

Housing  Helfare  90 

Council  garage  lettings  and  survey  15 

Food  and  Food  Premises 

Premises  inspected,  including  re-visits  55 

Licensed  premises  inspected  15 

Meat  inspections  74 

Slaughterhouse  inspections  2 

UriSound  food 

Imported  Food  Regulations  5 

Hater  Supply 

Inspections  and  sai^x)ling  visits  80 

Infectious  Diseases 

Viats  and  investigations  12 

General  Sanitation 

Complaints  57 

Drainage  52 

Caravans  1 0 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railus-y  Premises  Act  5 

Factories  1 1 

Pest  Control  28 

Petroleum  Act  22 

imimal  Boarding  Establishments  1 
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HOUSING 


Novf  Buildinj?s 

During  1972  Houses  built  by  Private  EnteriDrise  totalled  33 • 

Covuicil  Housing 

The  construction  of  siz  bungalous  at  Anstoy  was  conpleted  during  tiao  year,  and 
work  was  in  progress  on  the  erection  of  hxelve  flats  at  Ilornead.  Following 
tlie  submission  of  a further  detailed  analysis  of  current  applications  for 
housing  and  consideration  of  the  then  programme  for  building,  the  Housing 
Committee  agreed  the  following  future  programme; 


Aspenden 
Albury 
Ardeley 
Brent  Pelham 
Braughing 


Buclcland 

Buntingford 


Co ttered 
Fumeuz  Pelham 


Hi^  Uych 


Little  Hadham 
Huch  Ha.dham 

Thor ley 

Unfit  Houses 


4 miits  of  small  accommodation 
6 miits  of  small  accommodation 
4 units  of  small  accommodation 
4 units  of  small  accommodation 
20  Harden  serviced  units  of  small  accommoda 

8 t\TO"bodrooned  flats 

6 miits  of  small  accommodation 
35  units  of  small  accommodation 
48  units  of  general  need  housing 
12  •h/o-bod roomed  flats 
6 oiie-bedroomed  flats 
6 two-bodroomcd  fLats 

3 thrce-bedroomed  houses 

15  old  persons'  one  bedroomed  flatlets 
and  Harden  accommodation  including 
welfare  facilities, 

9 throe-bodroomcd  terraced  houses 

22  semi-detached  three  bedroomed  houses 
6 miits  of  small  accon'imodation 
24  imits  of  small  accommodation 
8 units  of  general  need  housing 

4 miits  of  small  accommodation 


A further  three  houses  were  Represented  to  the  Council  during  tlie  year. 

Four  families  were  rehoused  from  condeiimod  houses  and  six  properties,  in 
respect  of  which  midertakings  had  been  given, were  made  fit. 

Improvement  and  Standard  Grants 

This  potentially  important  aspect  of  improving  the  standard,  of  cottage 
properties  in  the  Area  continued  to  bo  dealt  with  by  tlie  Surveyor  and  his 
staff. 

During  the  year  a total  of  38  applications  wore  received  and  31  Improvement 
(Discretionary)  and  7 Standard  Grants  were  approved,  involving  43  dxirollings. 
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Qualification  Certificates 


Diurin^  the  year  a total  of  15  apioli cations  noro  roceivod,  4 of  which  irore 
approved,  and  7 refused. 

Allocation  of  Council  IIousin-T  Acconnodation 

The  Waiting  Lists  of  Applications  for  Council  acconnodation  continued  to 
be  naintained  by  the  Department , Inspections  are  made  to  a-scortain  the 
housing  noedsof  applicants  so  that  full  information  is  available  to  tlio 
Housing  Committee,  who  select  tenants  as  tenancies  become  available, 

Tlie  programme  of  provj.ding  this  accommodation  is  referred  to  on  the 
previous  page, 

17ardon-con trolled  Bungalows 

At  Buntingford  and  Much  Hadlian  the  Council  have  small  groups  of  bungalows 
and  at  each  of  those  tr/o  sites  there  is  a resident  Warden,  and  close 
liaison  with  tlic  Wardens  continued. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  availability  of  the  Warden  to  answer  emergency 
bell  calls  and  the  day  to  day  help  given  with  shopping,  telephone  calls, 
fetching  medicines  etc,  is  appreciatoa^y  the  tenants  and  it  is  pleasing 
to  note  tlaat  a^t  botii  sites  the  Wa.rdons  have  arranged  regular  social 
gatherings  for  ttiooo  w'ho  wish  to  talce  pa.rt. 
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FOOD  AITP  FOOD  PRBHISES 


Routiiio  inspections  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1970 
were  continued,  but  no  fornal  action  was  fcimd  necessary. 

Food  pronisos  in  the  district  con]3riscd: 

Baicohouses  1 

Bo.kors  and  Calce  Shops  1 
Butchers  6 

Pish  shops  2 

Cafes  3 

Distribution  Depots  2 

Grocers  1 6 

Greengrocers  5 

Sweets  and 

Confectioners  6 

Licensed  Pronisos  33 


Mea-t  Insnoction 

There  is  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  District  and  all  aninals  slaughtered 
there  are  inspected 


LHiole  carcasses 
condeimed 


I 


Cattle 
(not  Cows) 


Sheep 


^igp 


' Carcasses  of  which 
3 one  pajrt  or  organ 
uas  condenned 


10 


t' 


Calves 
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No  carcass  or  par*t  ‘tliGrcof  was  concloiiiiccl  for  tutercalosis, 

ITo  cases  of  cysticorcosis  ’ij'cro  found. 

A sm  of  £70.02 was  rocovorod  frou  slaucjitcrliouso  opora.tors  by  wa;/  of 
char  cos  for  no  at  insjioction. 

Unsound  Food 

Tho  following  was  suri’ondorod  voluntarily  as  mafit  for  h-onan  consunption. 


Tons 

Cw^t 

Lbs 

Koat  ct  Disti-ibution  Depot 

1 

16 

10 

Offal  at  SlaughtorhouDOS 

1 

78 

Canned  Moats 

13 

26 

2 


11 


2 
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l^ATBR  SUPPLY 


Tho  nains  water  sui^ply  in  the  District  is  provided  by  the  Leo  Valley  Hater 
Conpany.  During  the  year  the  Coni^any  reported  that  220  bacteriological  and 
9 dionical  water  sanples  wore  taken  fron  witliin  tlie  District,  and  all  of 
these  wore  satisfactorj?". 

There  are  44  wells  in  use  in  tlie  District  and  tlioy  supply  104  houses. 

Routine  bacteriological  sanples  of  tlioso  well  supplies  are  undortalcen, 
and  34  gave  satisfactory'-  results,  whilst  8 wore  Linsatis factory''. 

Host  -unsatisfactory  results  wore  attributable  -'co  storage  tanks  "tliat  wore 
in  need  of  tliorough  cleansing  and  sterilisation,  b'at  tlioro  are  a few 
supplies  (nostly'-  shallow  wells)  which  are  liable  to  yield  poor  results 
at  any  time,  and  in  those  cases  -biie  users  of  the  water  are  ad-viood  to 
akrays  boil  it  before  drinliing  and  preparing  uncooked  foods-tuffs  etc. 

One  shallow  well  was  replaced  with  a now  deep  bore  well  following 
inf  or  real  action. 


±Yve  of  Hater  Sunnly  - 31st  Decenber  1972 


Parish 

H ous  es  s uppli ed 
froLi  nains 

Hells  in  use 

Houses  supplied 
fron  wells 

Albury 

160 

- 

/jistey 

102 

4 

5 

Ardeley'- 

133 

3 

6 

1 Aspenden 

81 

1 

1 

j Braugiii  ng 

365 

5 

22 

1 Brent  Pelhan 

62 

- 

- 

i Bucklsnd 

106 

- 

- 

Buntingford 

1,351 

2 

2 

C ottered 

136 

2 

4 

Pumeiu:  Pelhan 

149 

1 

5 

Higk  Hy/ch 

174 

9 

17 

1 Home  ad 

230 

“ 

- 

j Little  Hadhan 

325 

4 

11 

i I-ieesden 

42 

- 

- 

1 Much  Ea.dhan 

577 

4 

13 

i Stocl-oing  Pellian 

45 

- 

! Thorley 

97 

2 

2 

Hos-fcnill 

79 

7 

16 

Hyddial 

35 

; TOTAL 

? j 

4,321 

I 

44 

104 

V 
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GBL]l!]Rx’.L  S.JUTATION 


Conulaints 

L total  of  24  conplaints  ucrc  roccivocl  and  oacli  nas  inveotiG^ated  and  in 
5 cases  tho  conplaints  x;ero  unfo'andod  or  warranted  no  action, 

STonnary  of  conplaints  dealt  with:- 

Deposits  of  Rubbish  3 

Drainage  defects  8 

Housing  defects  2 

Hoise  2 

Rodents  and  otlier  pests  3 

Snokc  and  effluvica  6 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Pronisos  Act  1963 

There  are  38  prenisos  registered  under  this  Act,  and  5 routine  inspections 
wore  nado.  Any  newly  registered  preniseo  are  inspected  and  the  oi-mer 
notified  of  aiij'-  contra.vontions  found.  Pew  routine  inspections  wore  nade 
during  the  year  as  in  1971  few  vinsatisfantory  pcenises  were  found, during 
tiio  course  of  inspections  nado. 

Post  Control 

Thj.s  work  is  carried  out  by  a pirivato  contractor  on  behalf  of  tho  Council, 
and  na,ttors  reforix-d  to  hin  wore  dealt  with  satisfactorily.  Once  nore 
rat  infosta.tions  wore  particularly  heavy  in  the  last  quarter  of  tho  year; 
185  reports  of  rats  in  and  around  donestic  prernses  wore  received  and  30 
requests  for  oradiGa,tion  of  nice  wore  dealt  with, 

Hir'-ht  Soil  Collection 

IJoekly  collection  continued  to  bo  nado,  by  Council’s  uen,  fron  36 
properties,  this  service  included  all  uiuiodornisod  Coimcil  houses. 

Pew  additional  requests  for  tho  service  have  boon  received  fron  private 
householders. 

Sewaax  Disposal 

Zleven  of  tho  nineteen  parj-shes  in  tho  District  arc  served  by  nain  sewerage 
and  duo  to  tho  national  econonic  situation  etc,,  no  furtlacr  schenes  were 
undertaken  for  tho  ronaining  snail  parishes  during  tho  year. 

Cesspools  arc  onptied  free  of  charge  ki/ice  per  year  whore  the  nain^wor 
is  not  available  to  rosidontiai  proioerties. 
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Rofuso  Colloction 

A v^cgAIo’-  collection  of  house  rofuso  is  nado  caicl  this  sorvico  is  organised 
bjT-  tliG  Council's  Surveyor. 

Tipping  of  rofuso  fron  this  aroa  end  Bishop’s  Stortford  Urban  District  is 
carried  out  at  Hadhoxa  Toxrcrs,  Much  Hadhaa.  This  tip  is  con  trolled  by 
Bishop’s  Stortford  Urban  District  Council,  and  refuse  from  Braughing  Rural 
District  is  disposed  of  there  by  agroenont. 

Aniaal  Boarding  Ustablishncnts 

There  are  sis  premises  in  the  District  registered  under  the  /jiimal 
Boarding  Ustablishnonts  Act  1963,  for  the  boarding  of  dogs  and  cats. 

Each  of  the  premises  registered  was  inspected  raid  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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SECTION  "D" 


FACTORIES  ACTS  - SlMrU.RY  OF  RETURNS 
REPORT  OF  TIIA  FJBLIG  HIJAITII  IITSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YHIR  1972 


27 


VICTORIES  ACT.  1961 

Prescri'bed  particulars  on  the  Adninis tration  of  Pactoiaos  Act,  1961. 

Pa  L'-t  1 of  tlio  Act 

1 . Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisioned  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  nade  by  the  Public  Health  Insix5ctors) 


p-— — 

i 

PrenisGS 

No,  on 
Register 

In.spections 

.ITo.  of 
Written 
i Notices 

No.  of 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

..  i.  Factories  in 
'uhich  S.1,2,3> 
j 4 and  6 are  to 

; bo  enforced  by 

Local  Authori- 
ties . 

' 

- 

. 

! 

1 ii.  Factories  not 
included  in(i) 
in  which  S.7 
is  enforced  by 
the  Local 
At-thority. 

25 

11 

- 

r 

1 

iii.  Other  prenises 
in  which  S.7 
is  enforced  by 
! the  Local 

Authority, 
(Sncluding 
outworkers 
prenises) 

. 

. 

, 

27 

11 
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F;.CT0RI3S  act.  1Q61 


rroscribGd  particulars  on  the  Aduini strati on  of  Factories  Act.  1Q61 
2.  Cases  in  vjhich  DEFECTS  were  foxuid 


Uunber  of  cases  in  uhich  defects 

¥cro  found 

Runbor  of  cases  in 

Particulars 

Found 

i 

t 

I pLoaedied 

i 

» 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
iTiSpoctor 

Referred 
by  R.M. 
Inspector 

vrhich  prosecutions 
were  instituted 

17 ant  of 

cleanliness 

(S.1) 

I 

! 

Ocercrovfing 

(S.2) 

- 

- 

i 

i 

! ^ 

1 

1 

i 

! 

Unroas  enable 

tonperaturo 

(S.3) 

! 

i 

i 

. . 

1 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

(S.4) 

. 

i 

1 

! 

♦ 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors(s.6) 

- 

Sanitary 

conveniences 

(3.7) 

a,  insuffic- 
ient 

- 

b. Unsuitable 
j or  defec- 
I tiVG 

3 

3 

c.llot  seiDa- 
rate  for 
sezes 

■ 

■ 

1 

i 

Other  offen- 
ces against 
the  Act (not 
including 
offences 
relating  to 
Ouh^orkers) 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

TOTAL 

- - - - - - ! 

3 

3 i 

- 

- 

- 
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P/JIT  VIII  OF  TUP  ACT 


Outvfork 

Soctions  133  and  13^r 


